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MAJA VALLES AND THE CHRYSE OUTFLOW COMPLEX 
SITES, J. W. Rice, Department of Geography, Arizona State 
University, Tempe AZ 85287, USA. 

Maja Valles Region: This candidate landing site is located at 
19°N, 53.5°W near the mouth of a major outflow channel, Maja 
Valles, and two “valley network” channel systems, Maumee and 
Vedra Valles. This region has been mapped in detail by Rice and 
De Hon and is in press as a USGS 1:500,000 scale geologic map. 
The advantages to this site are the following: Two distinct channel 
forms (outflow and dendritic valley network) in one location. These 
channels were formed by different processes. The outflow channels 
are believed to have formed by catastrophic release of water and the 
valley networks by surface runoff and or sapping. The ideal landing 
site, if it could be pinpointed, would be on the fan delta complex 
located at the terminus of the three channels (Maja, Maumee, and 
Vedra Valles). The fan delta complex would be a fairly smooth 
surface with shallow slopes. 

Water was impounded behind the wrinkle ridge system, Xanthe 
Scopulus, forming a temporal lake. This paleolake bed would also 
present itself as a safe landing site, perhaps similar to playas. Once 
the wrinkle ridges were breached the water flowed northeastward 
in the direction of the Viking 1 lander, some 350 km away. 

Objectives to be analyzed in this region are (1) origin and 
paleohydrology of outflow and valley network channels, (2) fan 
delta complex composition (this deposit located in this area is one 
of the few deposits identified at the mouths of any channels on the 
planet), and (3) analysis of any paleolake sediments (carbonates, 
evaporites). Another advantage to this area will be any blocks and 
boulders that were plucked out and carried along the 1600-km 
course of Maja Valles. These samples would provide a virtual grab 
bag of lithologies. For example, the oldest mappable rock unit (Nb, 
Noachian basement material) and the Hesperian ridged plains (Hr) 
are cut by Maja Valles before it empties into Chryse. It can be argued 
that we will not know their exact location, which is true, but it will 
provide us with information about the variety of rock types on Mars 
by only landing in one site. Other questions to be investigated in the 
area are the origin of wrinkle ridges by viewing ridge walls that were 
incised by the outflow, streamlined islands/bars; whether they are 
erosional or depositional, and if the location permits view channel 
wall stratigraphy, fan delta stratigraphy, and perhaps send the rover 
up a channel mouth near the end of its mission. 

This site is below the 0-km elevation datum, within the latitude 
restrictions (19°N), and all the objectives stated above are within 
the 150-km landing error ellipse. This region is also imaged at 
resolutions of 40-50 m/p. 

The Chrsye Outflow Complex Region (Ares, Tiu, Mawrth, 
Simud, and Shalbatana Valles): The overall philosophy and 
objectives described above for the Maja Valles region apply here as 
well. The primary objectives here would be outflow channel dynam- 
ics (paleohydrology) of five different channel systems. One question 
to be answered might be whether all outflow channels are of the 
same origin and type. They are probably all somewhat different in 
terms of duration, age, source, and perhaps even origin. The grab- 
bag philosophy of various rock types being deposited near channel 
mouths would apply here also. The site is located at 15°N, 35°W. 
However, the longitudinal coordinate can be relaxed or slid farther 
to either side of 35°W. Sliding the ellipse farther to the east would 


allow investigations of Mawrth Valles. The region near the mouth 
of Mawrth Valles would be of interest because this area contains 
material that appears to have been dissected, thus exposing the 
stratigraphy of what may possibly be deltaic sediments. 
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MARTE VALLES SITE. J. W. Rice, Department of Geography, 
Arizona State University, Tempe AZ 85287, USA. 

This site is located at 16°N, 177°W on the flood plains of Marte 
Valles, which is perhaps the youngest channel system on Mars. 
However, the coordinates for the landing site are flexible. Moving 
the site more to the southwest would allow investigations of pos- 
sible lacustrine sediments. The channel extends for about 3000 km 
from southeastern Elysium Planitia into western AmazonisPlanitia. 
This system appears to originate within the knobby cratered mate- 
rial around Cerberus Rupes, a set of en echelon fractures that extend 
for more than 1000 km. Crater counts indicate that this system is 
Amazonian in age. This channel may have also acted as a spillway 
between paleolakes located in Elysium and Amazonis Planitia. The 
young age of this channel warrants investigation because of climatic 
implications for fluvial activity in recent geologic time. The paucity 
of craters makes this an excellent site in terms of safety require- 
ments. Detailed work by Tanaka and Scott indicate that embayed 
craters larger than 1 km diameter appear embayed by the channeled 
plains unit, suggesting that it is only tens of meters thick. This 
material contributed to the resurfacing of the northern lowlands of 
the planet. Some of the objectives stated previously for the Maja 
Valles Region would also apply to this site (grab bag of rock types, 
etc.). This site is below the 0-km datum, located at 16°N, and has 
the young channeled plains, bars, terraces, and streamlined albedo 
patterns located within the 150-km landing error ellipse. Resolution 
coverage in some areas is as high as 1 3 m/p. 
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ALPHA PROTON X-RAY SPECTROMETER. R. Riederi, 
H. W&nke 1 , and T. Economou 2 , ’Max-Planck-Institut fiir Chemie, 
Mainz, Germany, 2 University of Chicago, Chicago IL 60637, USA. 

Mars Pathfinder will carry an alpha-proton X-ray spectrometer 
(APX) for the determination of the elemental chemical composition 
of martian rocks and soils. The instrument will measure the concen- 
tration of all major and some minor elements, including C, N, and 
O, at levels above typically 1 %. 

The method employed consists of bombarding a sample 50 mm 
in diameter with alpha particles from a radioactive source (50 mCi 
of 244 Cm) and measuring (1) backscattered alpha particles (Ruther- 
ford backscatter - RBS mode), (2) protons from A( ,p)B reactions 
(proton mode) and (3) characteristic X-rays emitted from the sample 
(X-ray mode). In RBS mode all elements with atomic mass greater 
than four are registered, thus permitting normalization of results to 
100% concentration. This feature permits accurate quantitative 
analysis independent (within limits) of the actual measurement 
geometry. Data obtained from proton and X-ray modes are used to 
enhance selectivity of the RBS mode for the rock-forming elements 
Mg, Al, and Si and for heavier elements (K and Ca, Fe-group): 


